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HIGHGATE CHURCH. 











{Highgate Church.]} 


Tuose of our readers who take their “ holiday walks” 
in the northern environs of London—and more delight- 
ful walks cannot be presented by the suburbs of any city 


in the world—will have observed, that in the course of | 


last autumn, a tall Gothic spire had sprung up on the 
summit of Highgate-hill. This is the spire of Highgate 
church, which has been just completed *, and which is 
an honourable monument of the taste of Mr. L. Vulliamy, 
its architect. It is impossible to imagine a more beau- 
tiful site than that chosen for the church, or a style of 
building better adapted to the situation. The interior is 
extremely neat and commodious. The old Chapel of 
Ease,which stands near the Gate-house, was a very 
small and inconvenient place ot worship. 

Those who take a summer ramble to Highgate, to 
see this new church, need not now apprehend that they 
shall be compelled to be “ sworn on the horns,” if they 
stop for refreshment at any of the inns. The Horns, 
according to Mr. Hone, in hisamusing ‘ Every-day Book,’ 
are kept at each of the nineteen places of refreshment 
which Highgate possesses, and there are persons ready to 
officiate at this ridiculous ceremony, if the wayfarer de- 
sire it. Butthe sober-minded man is not now constrained 
to go through the farce of swearing that he will not eat 


* We gladly take this opportunity to correct an error which inad- 
vertently crept into the ‘ Companion for.the Almanac for 1832.’ The 
building of Highgate church was not suspended for want of funds, 
Vel _ did not exceed the estimate, 
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brown bread while he can get white, unless he like the 
brown the best; nor drink small beer while he can get 
strong, unless he like the small the best. These are 
mummeries of a past age, when boisterous merriment 
was mistaken for happiness. The more the under- 
standing is cultivated the more do we acquire a taste for 
quiet and unexpensive pleasures ;—and whilst we have 
fields and green lanes, such as Highgate offers, to 
wander through, and can know how to derive pleasure 
and instruction from the contemplation of “ the meanest 
floweret of the vale,” we may well foregothe unmeaning 
shouts which once attended the general practice of 
being “ sworn at Highgate,” happy to have escaped the 
expense and the headaches which waited upon those 
fooleries, kept up by interested hosts and their idle and 


drunken hangers-on. 
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A MonuMENT to the memory of George Canning has just 
been erected, by subscription, in Palace-yard. It is a co- 
lossal statue of bronze, executed by Mr. Westmacott, 
The attitude of the figure is, upon the whole, simple and 
grand ; though, in one or two points of view, a little 
theatrical. The likeness of the orator is excellent. The 
above wood-cut will furnish a general idea of this fine 
figure. It is placed on a granite pedestal, bearing,the 


inscription be 
‘ GEORGE CANNING. u 





TRANSIT OF MERCURY. 
Our readers would be prepared to observe the transit 
which took place on Saturday the 5th of May, by the 
hasty notice contained in our Supplement for April. 
We fear, however, that owing to the state of the wea- 
ther, few can have enjoyed the sight. The writer of this 
article watched during the whole time, and although 
there were a few short intervals in which the sun was par- 
tially visible, he was totally unable to obtain a view of 
the transit, owing probably in part to the unavoidable 
delay in adjusting the telescope. The transit was, how- 
ever, seen for a short time at Greenwich, Islington, and 
a few other places in the neighbourhood of London. 
At Islington a gentleman was able to measure the dia- 
meter or thickness of Mercury, an operation which can 
be performed during a transit with very great accuracy. 

We promised to explain how it happens, that although 
Mercury moves round the sun four times in one of our 
years, and might therefore be expected to pass between 
us and the sun very frequently, a transit is really an 
event of rare occurrence. In order to accomplish this, 
we shall make use of a comparison, the homeliness of 
which will, we trust, be excused, if it render intelligible 
that which is certainly difficult of explanation. 

We will suppose ourselves to stand by the side of a 
circular pond of very clear water, and that we place a 
ball to float in the centre, of such a weight as to be 
half covered with water. Let this ball represent the sun, 
and the brink of the pond the orbit ofthe earth. Then 
the surface of the water will represent the plane of the 
earth’s orbit, passing, as it does in reality, through the 
sun’s centre. 

Let the diameter of the circular pond be sixteen feet, 
then that of the ball which represents the sun must be 
rather less than an inch. 

Now if there should happen to be a small globular 
insect, not quite the hundredth part of an inch in 
diameter, swimming along the brink of the pond in 
a direction (as we should view it) opposite to that in 
which the hands of a clock move, this insect would 
represent the earth. 

We must next suppose ourselves to take a fine wire 
hoop, about six feet in diameter, and to hold it in the 
middie of the pond, sothat one half of the hoop shall 
dip a little below the surface (about four inches), the 
other half rising as much above the surface, and the 
representative sun being in the centre of the hoop as 
well as in that of the pond. This hoop would represent 
the orbit of Mercury. For Mercury itself we must 
imagine a very small insect, of less than half the dia- 
meter of the earth’s representative, to move round the 
hoop in the same direction as the other insect moves 
round the pond, but in a shorter time; so as to make 
rather more than four revolutions to the other’s one. 
In completing its circuit, it is manifest that Mercury's 
representative must pass twice through the surface of 
the water. These points of the insect’s orbit represent 
the modes of Mercury; namely, the points in which 
Mercury’s orbit cuts the plane of the earth’s orbit. At 
the moment of rising through the surface of the water, 
the insect would be in the ascending node; when sink- 
ing through the surface, it would be in the descending 
node; and it is manifest that except when in or near 
one of these points it could not intercept any part of the 
other insect’s view of the representative sun; it might 
appear to pass a little above or a little below the central 
ball, ng as it happened to be above or below the 
water’s surface, but not across the face of the ball, and, 
consequently, except as before, there could be no transit. 

Our ideat orrery will, we hope, make it apparent that 
a transit can take place only when the following cireum- 
stances combine. First, taincury must be in or near 
to one of its nodes. Secondly, the earth must be in or 
near one of the two points in its orbit which would be 
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marked by a straight line, uniting the nodes of Mercy 
and extending both ways to the earth's orbit. (For se- 
veral centuries the earth will pass through those points 
early in May and November, although owing to an ex- 
tremely slow motion of Mercury’s nodes round the sun, 
these periods are not absolutely invariable.) Thirdly, 
the earth and Mercury must be on the same side of the 
sun ; if they are on opposite sides, Mercury will pass be- 
hind the sun, causing an occultation. 

When these three circumstances combine, a transit 
will take place; and it will be visible from all parts of 
the earth on which the sun shines during any part of 
the transit. 

The transits of Venus are regulated by causes ex- 
actly similar to these which determine the transits of 
Mercury. 





A DICTIONARY OF COMMERCE AND COMMER. 
CIAL NAVIGATION; I:iusrratep witn Maps, 
By J. R. Maccuxzocs, Ese. 8vo. London, 1832. 

Tue price of this book is fifty shillings, which may seem 
at first to be a great deal of money for a single volume. 
Yet we see here merely one of the wonders of the 
modern printing-press. With such economical compact- 
ness is this volume printed that, while nothing can be 
desired more beautifully distinct than is every page and 
every line of it, it actually, as is noticed in the preface, 
contains more letter-press, that is more words, than 
Macpherson’s Annals of Commerce, in four large vo- 
lumes quarto, published at eight guineas. Estimated 
even upon this principle, therefore, the work is really 
not a dear, but a very cheap one. The matter of which 
it consists, if printed in the ordinary style, would have 
filled two folio volumes; the price of which would pro- 
bably have been four guineas each. And here we have 
the whole in a much less bulky, less cumbrous, and in 
every way more convenient form, for less than a third 
part of that money. 

But the quantity of information which is extracted in 
this Dictionary from other publications, to say nothing 
of what appears here for the first time and is to be 
found nowhere else in print, it would probably cost hun- 
dreds of pounds to collect by the purchase of the origi- 
nal works themselves. The most eminent works both 
in our own and other languages, on commerce, political 
economy, the arts and manufactures, and the sciences on 
which they are dependent, together with numberless 
parliamentary reports and other similar documents, have 
all been laid under contribution by the able and labori- 
ous author, to furnish the materials of this admirable 
performance. Of several of these scattered publications, 
indeed, we are presented in the present volume with a 
careful and complete analysis or summary, embracing 
everything of any value in their contents, and exhibiting 
the whole arranged in the most intelligible and conve- 
nient form. We may venture to say that there is no 
important source of information upon the subjects of 
which he treats which Mr. Macculloch has not consulted, 
and nearly all that is material in which he has not laid 
before his readers. The book is for all ordinary pur- 
poses really more useful than an entire library of the best 
works on commerce and commercial topics that existed 
previous to its appearance. 

Although an expensive book, therefore, and conse- 
quently not one which a labouring man will think of 
purchasing, a book society could scarcely perhaps lay 
out a portion of its funds to better purpose than in 
procuring a copy of this Dictionary. It is an immense 
fund of knowledge and that of the most useful as well 
as the most universally interesting sort. We will 
abridge from the Preface an enumeration of the different 
subjects of which it treats. All the various articles which 
are the subjects of commerce are described under their 
English names, those which they bear in the other prin- 
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cipal languages of the world being also given. The 
decounts embrace genera:ly not only a description of the 
article and its uses, but a notice of its growth or manu- 
facture, of its price, of the tests or marks by which its 
genuineness or goodness is ascertained, and of the his- 
tory of the rise, progress, and present state of the trade 
in it. Accounts are given of all the chief places of trade 
with which this country has any intercourse ; in which 
are stated what commodities are exported to and im- 
ported from them, what are their moneys, weights, and 
measures, and what are the institutions, customs, and 
regulations which prevail in them with respect to com- 
merce and navigation. In this department of the work 
alone, there is collected a larger mass of authentic infor- 
mation respecting the trade and navigation of foreign 
countries than is to be found in any other English pub- 
lication. The general principles and laws of commerce 
and commercial navigation are examined and explained 
in a series of elaborate articles under the heads of Com- 
merce, Freight, Navigation Laws, Corn Laws, Registry, 
Salvage, Ships, Wrecks, and many others. The prin- 
ciples and practice of Commercial Arithmetic and Ac- 
counts are unfolded in articles on Book-keeping, Dis- 
count, Exchange, Interest, Annuities, &c. Besides a 
general article on Commercial Companies, there are 
separate accounts of all the principal associations of this 
description that exist in great Britain, including Banking 
and Dock Companies, the East-India Company, Water 
Companies, Mining Companies, Insurance Companies, 
and others. Every thing pertaining to the Excise and the 
Customs is elucidated under these heads, and also under 
the terms Importation, Smuggling, Warehousing, Tariff, 
&e. And finally, to all these are to be added a host of 
articles on subjects which it is not easy to classify, in- 
ciuding Brokers, Canals, Coins, Colonies, Light-houses, 
Money, Partnership, Post-office, Rail-roads, Treaties, 
Apprentice, Auctioneer, Balance of Trade, Bankruptcy, 
Credit, Patents, Pawnbroking, Piracy, Publicans, Qua- 
rantine, and many more which it is unnecessary to enu- 
merate. No subject in short has been omitted which 
can be properly said to be comprehended under the title 
of the work, or to belong to either the science or the 
practice of commerce. 

This sketch will enable our readers to form some idea 
of the varied entertainment as well as instruction to be 
found in the volume. Whether read through, or used 
for occasional consultation, it is calculated to impart more 
information of a useful and interesting kind than proba- 
bly any other single volume in any language. The 
Jabour and multifarious resources which such a work 
must have demanded are quite extraordinary for one 
individual to have brought to the task. Although Mr. 
Macculloch acknowledges, both in his preface and in dif- 
ferent passages throughout the body of his book, his 
obligations to the assistance of several official persons, 
merchants, and others, we are not surprised to learn 
that he “ has been almost incessantly engaged upon it 
for upwards of three years ;” while, as he remarks, “ the 
previous part of his life may be said to have been spent 
in preparing himself for the undertaking.” It is a work 
the accomplishment of which might indeed fitly crown 
a life-time of preparatory study. 





NATIONAL PECULIARITIES. 


A work has just been published (and it has had a con- 
siderable sale), entitled ‘Domestic Manners of the Ame- 
ricans. By Mrs. Trollope.’ In our notices of new books 
we had laid it down as a rule to confine ourselves to such 
works as we eould conscientiously recommend as con- 
taining wholesome amusement or useful instruction ; 
but we may properly depart from this rule when any- 
thing appears, not of a useful but an injurious tendency, 
particularly if the work in question is written with spirit 
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and talent, and obtains a certain popularity. The dull 
and the stupid we may safely leave to themselves. 

Mrs. Trollope, an English gentlewoman, passed four 
years in the United States of America, so her statements 
come to us exempt from the suspicion of hasty observa- 
tion. We are given to understand that she left England 
dissatisfied with the political and social systems of the 
Old World, and anxious to try the republicanism of the 
New. But dissatisfaction with one order of things does 
not imply the faculty of justly appreciating another; and 
to say nothing of an irritability of temperament, of a 
spirit of discontent, which we really do presume must 
exist to a considerable extent, to make England “ with 
all her faults” so very insupportable, we would only re- 
mark that over-expectation is apt to lead to exaggerated 
disappointment, and that it is very natural that Mrs. 
Trollope, not finding America and the Americans quite 
so good as she had fancied them to be, should describe 
them as much worse than they are. 

Besides these natural consequences she shews through- 
out her work the equally natural error of judging of every 
thing by a fixed English standard, from which all her 
liberalism never relieved her for a moment. Than 
this nothing can be less philosophical or just. Every 
state of society must have its peculiarities, its advantages 
and disadvantages (if, as regards America, we can de- 
signate domestic trifles by so important a word) attached 
to it, and inseparable from it; and we have no more rea- 
son to expect certain graces and ornaments, distinguish- 
ing the fashionable society of an old country, in the 
hard-working people of a new country, than we have to 
look for the finish of a professional dancing-master in 
the hearty gambols of a peasant. In a new country, 
where every man’s hands are full of work, the useful 
must predominate over the ornamental. The things 
after which Mrs. Trollope’s heart yearned were de- 
pendent on the civilization of centuries,—on the exist- 
ence of a body wealthy and idle enough to be elegant 
in all things. These are circumstances which the 
Americans may be acquainted with in after years, but 
which they can no more create suddenly, than they 
eould cover their country with ancient seats and still 
more ancient baronial castles, or than we could convert 
our cultivated fields and convenient streams into the 
sublimities of their primeval forests and mighty rivers. 

Far be it from us to attempt to disparage those ameni- 
ties on which much of the pleasure of life and society 
depend, and which the Americans themselves will 
speedily be more generally possessed of; but still we 
can conceive, that, among the people she describes, 
the men who smoked and spat might be honest and 
industrious; that the women who would not submit 
to the name of servants, but called themselves helps, 
might be good servants notwithstanding ; that the co- 
lonels who kept stores, and the majors who sold spi- 
rits, might be brave and efficient officers in the hour of 
need; that men pursuing such callings might sit in 
congress with credit ; and that the gentlemen and ladies 
who ate with their knives might be in possession of an 
education teaching real politeness, without being initiated 
in all the mysteries of the silver fork. 

We regret the talent misapplied in this book. We 
disapprove of its publication, because it tends to open 
those breaches, which an improved philosophy and years 
of peaceful intercourse between us and our trans-atlantic 
brethren, were fast closing up. 





Lord Chancellor Harcourt.—The of the Harcourt 
barony (now extinct) recites, that Chancellor Harcourt 
« daily despatches a multitude of suits in Chaneny, removes 
obstacles which delay judgment in that court, and takes spe- 
cial care, that the successful issue of an honest cause shonld 


cost every plaintiff as little as may be,” Me 











[Intended Suspension Bridge over the Avon, at Clifton.) 


SUSPENSION BRIDGES. 
We avail ourselves of the permission of. Mr. Brunel, 
iun., to copy his beautiful lithographic engravings of a 
Suspension Bridge about to be erected over the Avon, 


at Clifton. The above plate will furnish some idea of 
the beauty of the situation of this intended bridge ; and 
the following particulars will give a notion of the bold- 
ness of the undertaking :-— 

Distance from centre to centre of piers . .. +» « 00 feet. 

Height of roadway above water . . «ae «+ «+ 240 feet. 

Width of roadway, 20 feet;—two footways of 6 feet, 12 feet— 
Total, 32 feet. 

The road being in the centre, the footpaths are on each side and 
outside of the chains and suspension rods. 

The Egyptian gateways will be on a scale equal to those of some 
of the largest of the ancient models, 

From the roadway to the 7 of the Sphynx will be about 100 feet. 

The gateway will be about 40 feet high in the clear. 

The base on which the south pier stands, will be 120 feet in height. 

The bridge is to be thrown across the river Avon, joining the high 
rocks on either side, called the St. Vincent Rocks, about one mile 
below Bristol ; and consequently all the shipping of Bristol, including 
East and West Indiamen of the largest class, will pass under it. 


It is considered by some that the notion of suspension 
bridges was derived from the rope bridges of f South 
Amerzica. A very remarkable bridge of this sort, that of 
Penipé, is described by Humboldt, in his ‘ Vues des 
Cordilléres ;’ and, from a plate in that fine work, we 
copy the following representation of this bridge. 


a 


Such a bridge must be very inconvenient, as the road- 
way is bent like the cables. 

There are several ancient suspension bridges in 
China and in Thibet sufficiently strong to enable a 
man with a load, and even a beast of burthen, to pass 
with security. But such structures are manifestly not 
to be compared to those splendid monuments of science 
which afford a safe and broad passage to any number of 
horses and carriages; and the situations of which are 
never productive of any inconvenience. The principle 
upon which suspension bridges are constructed is thus 
described :— 

“In these the flooring or main body of the bridge is 
supported on strong iron chains or rods, hanging, in 
the form of an inverted arch, from one point of support 
to another. The points of support are the tops of strong 
pillars or small towers, erected for the purpose. Over 
these pillars the chain passes, and is attached, at each 
extremity of the bridge, to rocks or massive frames of 
iron, firmly secured under ground. The great advantage 
of suspension bridges consists in their stability of equi- 
librium, in consequence of which a smaller amount of 
materials is necessary for their construction than for 
that of any other bridge. If a suspension bridge be 
shaken, or thrown out of equilibrium, it returns by its 
weight to its proper place, whereas the reverse happens 
in bridges which are built above the level of their sup- 
porters *.” 

The Europeans of the seventeenth century had con- 
ceived the principle of suspension bridges, and such a 
structure is described by Scamozzi, an Italian architect, 
in his work Del Idea Archi, published in 1615. Eighty 
years ago, the English threw over the Tees, at Winch, 
near Durham, a bridge of. iron-wire, which served for 
foot-passengers. In the beginning of the present cen- 
tury, by means of chains placed close to each other, 
carrying cross-beams and planks laid longitudinally, we 
constructed bridges, over which workmen might pass 
with loaded wheelbarrows. Such were the bridges esta- 
blished on iron chains, and thrown from one eminence 
to another, for the purpose of carrying away the earth 





| to be removed in order to disengage the blocks of stone 
* Encyclopedia Americana, vol, ii, p. 269. 
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which were then blown up with gunpowder, and em- 
ployed afterwards to form the great Breakwater at 
Plymouth. Towards the end of 1816, the Scotch intro- 
duced the use of suspension bridges, but without ex- 
tending them, at first, to the passage of horses and car- 
riages. As early as 1813, Mr. Telford proposed to 
construct a bridge of suspension over the Mersey, at the 
place where the Duke of Bridgewater's canal communi- 
cates with that river. ‘This bridge was to have only four 
supports, and to be composed of three arches, having, 
respectively 500 feet, 1000 feet, and 500 feet in span ; 
making a total length of 2000 feet. The boldness of 
this project frightened the capitalists to whom it was 
proposed ; but it had, at least, the advantage of drawing 
public attention to this new species of constructions. 
It caused a number of experiments to be made on the 
strength of iron, and on its utility when employed for 
suspension bridges. 

Captain Brown, who subsequently built the fine sus- 
pension bridge at Hammersmith, was the first engineer 
who erected such a bridge for heavy vehicles in Great 
Britain. His bridge over the Tweed, at Kelso, was 
completed in 1820. It is 300 feet in length, by 18 feet 
in width. The most remarkable bridge of suspension 
in existence is that constructed by Mr. Telford over the 
Menai strait, between the isle of Anglesea and Caernar- 
vonshire in Wales. It was finished in 1825. The 
roadway is 100 feet above the surface of the water at 
high tide. The opening between the points of suspen- 
sion is 560 feet. 'The platform is about 30 feet in breadth. 
The whole is suspended from four lines of strong iron 
cables, by perpendicular iron rods 5 feet apart. The 
cables pass over rollers on the tops of pillars, and are 
fixed to iron frames under ground which are kept down 
by masonry. ‘The weight of the whole bridge, between 
the points of suspension, is 489 tons. 

In France there is a very pretty suspension bridge 
over the Seine, at Paris, which is now known, in con- 
sequence of the conflict of July, 1830, as the Bridge of 
Arcole. 

In the United States such bridges are to be found, 
though not of the dimensions of the English. That 
over the Merrimack, at Newburyport, is a curve whose 
chord measures 244 feet. That over the river Brandy- 
wine, at Wilmington, has a chord of 145 feet ; that at 
Brownsville, over the Monongahela, measures 120 feet 
between the points of suspension. Another, in its vici- 
nity, forms an inverted suspended arch, with a chord of 
112 feet. 





Design for the Gateways to the Bridge over the Avon.| 
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THE LIBRARY OF ENTERTAINING KNOWLEDGE, 
CRIMINAL TRIALS, VOL. I. 

Tue former volumes of the Library of Entertaining 

Knowledge have consisted of treatises compiled on the 

princinle of merely presenting, within a convenient space 

and in a popular form, such information as had, for the 

most part, been already given to the world in other 

books. It is true, that there is scarcely one of these 

treatises which does not, in addition to what the writer 

has gleaned from the examination and comparison of 
preceding authorities, contain many facts which had not 

been before published. The works belonging to the 

department of Natural History, in particular, including 

the Menageries, and the volumes entitled Insect Archi- 

tecture, Insect Transformations, Insect Miscellanies, 

and the Architecture of Birds, abound in novel details, 

derived either from the personal observation of the 

writers or from original communications. But still, both 

in these and in the other volumes of the series, the object 

upon the whole has been to render the existing stores 

of literature more generally accessible rather than to add 

to their amount. The present is a work of a different 

character. Instead of being borrowed from preceding 
collections, the materials out of which these accounts of 
our early criminal trials have been composed, are, in a 
great measure, altogether new to the public eye; being 
now, for the first time, drawn from the manuscripts in 

which they have lain hidden for centuries. Then, so far 
from being abridgments of the hitherto published re- 
ports, the narratives which we have here are by far the 
most ample and the most elaborately circumstantial which 
have yet appeared in print. Did the volume, therefore, 
cuntain nothing more than merely the reports of the trials, 
it would even thus form an important contribution to our 
national history. By his researches among the manu- 
scripts of various public collections, and especially among 
the treasures of the State-Paper Office, which have been 
thrown open to him by the Government, the editor has 
been enabled to throw new light upon every one of the 
cases of which he has given us the history, and, in so 
doing, essentially to elucidate the principles and the 
progressive development of our system of criminal 
jurisprudence itself. He has, however, made his work 
much more instructive to the common reader, as well as 
much more entertaining, by the interesting biographical 
sketches of the prisoners, which he has prefixed to each 
trial, and the remarks on the legal and other bearings 
of the whole transaction with which he winds up the 
account of it. Such illustrations as these are almost 
entirely wanting in all our previous collections of State- 
Trials; although without them the trials themselves are 
in most cases deprived of their chief value and attrac- 
tion as records for popular perusal, and are sometimes 
‘left almost unintelligible. ‘These curious accounts of 
some of the most remarkable events that have ever hap- 
pened in England, are here, for the first time, at once 
submitted in a tolerably satisfactory shape to the exa~ 
mination of the professional student, and turned into 
reading for all. 

Nor is there much reading which is better calculated 
to awaken and detain the attention of an intelligent 
mind. ‘* There are few books,” says the editor, Mr. 
Jardine, in his introduction, “ which furnish a larger 
fund of instruction and entertainment than the State 
Trials. It has been erroneously supposed that these 
collections are valuable only to lawyers; but, in fact, 
: their importance and interest equally extend to the 
general reader, The interest which they excite is uni- 
; versal, being founded upon the same principle which 
brings persons of both sexes, old and young, and be- 
longing to all classes of society, into our courts of justice 
to witness the trials of criminals ; that principle is to be 
found in the feeling. of reality which prevails on such 





occasions, and the consciousness that the life or liberty 
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of a fellow-creature is at stake, and the facts upon which 
his fate depends are actually weighed before our eyes. 
Hence it is that no procession or solemn show, no 
theatrical representation, nor the most popular preacher, 
ever attracted greater crowds than the trials of Hatfield 
or Bellingham, or, in these later years, of the Cato-street 
Conspirators ; and no orator or act~r ever addressed an 
audience of more breathless attention, than that which 
witnessed the proceedings in those memorable cases. 
Next in point of attraction to actual presence on such 
occasions, is the perusal of the written report of what 
has taken place; and the eagerness with which this 
report is sought is scarcely less remarkable than the 
persevering patience and unwearied attention of those 
favoured few who have endured the heat and suffocation 
of the day within the four walls of the Court.” 

The present volume contains the trial of Sir Nicholas 
Throckmorton, in the reign of Mary, those of the Duke 
of Norfolk, Dr. William Parry, and the Earls oi Essex 
and Southampton, in the reign of Elizabeth, and that of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, in the reign of JamesI. They 
are not all of equal interest; but no one of them is 
without circumstances the recital of which will well re- 
ward the trouble of perusal. The trial of Throckmorton 
(for his alleged participation in Sir Thomas Wyatt's 
Rebellion) is less illustrated than any of the others from 
original sources ; and the text, indeed, is taken entirely 
from Hollingshed. Imperfect, however, as the old 
Chronicler’s account is, it is a very extraordinary and 
affecting narrative. The behaviour of the judges and 
of the crown lawyers affords a strange picture of what 
an English court of justice was in those days, And 
rarely on the other hand has a defence been managed 
with greater ability than was displayed on this occasion 
by the prisoner at the bar ; who, indeed, by a rare fate 
for a person in such circumstances, actually won a ver- 


dict of acquittal from the jury by his eloquence and 


consummate dexterity, ‘The demeanour of the Duke of 
Norfolk, the unfortunate victim in the next case, was in 
every respect different from that of Throckmorton ; and 
exhibiting as he did neither talent, intrepidity, nor the 
straight-forwardness of innocence, he was easily crushed 
before the strength of legal knowledge and skill brought 
forward to destroy him. There is a speech of one of 
the crown counsel on this occasion, Mr. Wilbraham, 
Attorney of the Wards, of great merit as a specimen of 
forensic eloquence. The account of this trial is enriched 
by a great deal of original matter from the State-Paper 
Office, The two concluding trials, however, of Essex 
and Raleigh, with the Memoirs and Remarks by which 
they are accompanied, form by far the most interesting 
portion of the volume. They are both largely illustrated 
from hitherto unpublished documents, as well as from 
printed books not generally accessible ; and so much 
pains has evidently been taken by the editor to present 
them in the most complete form, that he has probably 
left little to be added by any who shall follow him in 
examining or narrating the same transactions. We 
could wish to extract a portion of the observations to 
which these cases give rise, as a sample of the manner 
in which this part of the work is executed ; but separated 
from the trial itself to which it refers, a of this sort 
would scarcely be intelligible, and we will therefore give 
the following detail of the infamous treatment to which 
Raleigh was subjected when a second time immured in 
the Tower, preparatory to his execution in 1618, on a 
sentence pronounced fifteen years before. Sir Allen 
Apsley, the regular lieutenant of the Tower, a maa of 
honour and humanity, being removed, Sir Thomas 
Wilson was put in his place, with instructions to use 
every art to entrap his unfortunate prisoner. 

“ Sir Thomas Wilson,” the narrative then pro- 
ceeds, “ was at this time Keeper of the State Papers, 
and there are preserved in the office over which 
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he presided his own original minutes of the conversa. 
tion and conduct of Sir Walter Raleigh whilst under 
his charge in the Tower. On the perusal of these 
papers it is difficult to say whether the preponderating 
feeling is sympathy for the captive, or disgust and in- 
dignation for his unfeeling and treacherous keeper. Sir 
Thomas Wilson entered upon his charge on the 11th of 
September, and from that time until the 15th of October, 
when he was withdrawn from the Tower, his minutes 
and daily reports to Secretary Naunton show a system 
of rigid observation, and of artful, ensnaring espionage, 
on his part, which was never for a moment relaxed, 
Raleigh's own servant was immediately dismissed, and 
@ man appointed by Wilson took his place, Lady Ra- 
leigh and her son were excluded from the Tower, but 
she was allowed, and even invited to correspond freely 
with her husband ; and then the notes which she sent, 
as well as Raleigh’s answers, were intercepted by Sir 
Thomas Wilson’s man, and sent to the King and Council 
for their perusal before they were delivered*. Sir 
Thomas Wilson himself never stirred from his prisoner 
from the time he opened his lodging in the morning till, 
with his own hand, he locked him up for the night; at 
his meals, at his devotions, and during the attendance 
of his physician and surgeon, this persevering keeper 
never quitted his apartment. His own feeling towards 
his unhappy prisoner, and his zeal in the unworthy task 
in which he was employed, are manifested by the lan- 
guage which he constantly uses respecting him in his 
ceports and letters: he calls him ‘ hypocrite’ and ‘arch 
impostor,’ with other terms of reproach.’ ‘ The King 
of Heaven preserve your Majesty,’ says he in one 
of his letters, ‘ from having many such dangerous sub- 
jects.’ Having removed his prisoner into apartments 
of greater security than those in which he had been 
placed by Sir Allen Apsley, Sir Thomas Wilson writes 
to Sir Robert Naunton, one of the Secretaries of State, 
thus: ‘I have removed this man into a safer and higher 
‘ lodging, which, though it seemeth nearer heaven, yet 
‘there is there no means to escape but into hell.’ 
Again, in a letter to the King, he says, ‘ I hope, by 
* such means as I shall use, to work out more than I 
‘ have yet done; if not, I know no other means buta 
‘ rack or a halter.’ ; 

“Raleigh was at this time in the sixty-sixth year of his 
age; during the whole period of his imprisonment, he 
was tormented by an intermitting fever and ague; his 
body was covered with painful imposthumes, and he 
had a swelling on his left side which occasioned per- 
petual uneasiness ; in addition to which he was afflicted 
by ahernia. These distressing complaints were repre- 
sented by Wilson to be either wholly counterfeited or 
greatly exaggerated ; and, as a proof of this, he tells the 
King, that ‘ howbeit he is ever and anon puling, pining, 
and groaning, yet, if I put him into any discourse to his 
liking, of his last voyage, or former actions, he will talk 
immediately with as great heartiness, courage, and signs 


“® The following specimen of the freasonable correspondence thus 
intercepted, taken from the originals at the State-Paper Office, may 
be interesting to our readers, The first is a note from Sir Walter 
Raleigh to his Lady :— 

* 18th am very sick and weak, This honest gentleman 
‘ Mr. Edward Wilson, is my keeper, and takes pains with me. My 
* swollen side keeps me in perpetual pain and unrest, God comfort 
‘us! Your’s, W.R 


LADY RALEIGH’S ANSWER, 

‘I am sorry to hear, amongst many discomforts, that your health 
‘ is so ill, *Tis merely sorrow and grief that, with wind, hath gathered 
‘ into your side, T hope your health and comforts will mend, an 
‘ mend us forGod. I am glad to hear that you have the and 
£ comfort of so gooda keeper. I was something dismayed at the first, 
“that you had no servant of your own left you; but I hear this 
* Knight’s servants are very necessary; God requite his courtesies, 
‘and God in mercy look onus! Your’s, 
. KB Raxzign,’” 











1832.] 


of cheerfulness as the soundest and strongest man 
alive.’ 

** Such was the mind and disposition of the man to 
whose custody Raleigh was delivered ; though, towards 
his prisoner personally he adopted a mild and insinu- 
ating demeanour, with an appearance of candour and 
sympathy calculated to gain his confidence, and to in- 
duce him to make disclosures; introducing himself to 
him as one whom ‘the King of his gracious and 
princely goodness had sent unto him, because his Ma- 
jesty knew him to be a person of more honesty than 
cunning.’ 

“The story of Sir Walter Raleigh is one of those 
which seem to belong to the romance of history ; and 
circumstances and anecdotes respecting him, which are 
trivial and unimportant in themselves, become attractive 
and valuable from the universal interest excited by the 
character of the extraordinary man to whom they relate. 
With this view we extract a few passages from the 
minutes of Sir Thomas Wilson. 

** * 12th September, at night. 

“* This evening finding him reading the Psalms, I 
* told him that there he had the best comfort; that there 
‘ he had a man and a king,—and the best man and the 
‘ best king that ever was, who had as great affliction as 
‘ever any had, and yet by his constancy and faithful- 
‘ness he overcame all; and so might he. Hereupon 
* he began and told me from the beginning to the end of 
‘ ali his misfortunes ; how first, at his Majesty’s coming 
‘in, Northampton, Suffolk, Salisbury, and the rest, 
‘ plotted to get him and Cobham out of favour, and to 
* get every thing into their own hands ; then he went to 
* the arraignment at Winchester, and said, “it was as 
‘ unjust a condemnation, without proof and testimony, 
‘as ever was known.” So went he along his thirteen 
* years’ imprisonment, and the means he took to pro- 
* cure liberty for his voyage ; his disasters there, and all 
‘the tedious circumstances, and then the betraying of 
‘him by Sir Lewis Stukely on his return. After 
‘ this I told him that if he would but disclose what he 
‘ knew, the King would forgive him and do him all 
‘favour; “ aye,” quoth he, “how should I be assured 
‘ of that? The King will say when it is told, the craven 
‘ was afraid of his life, else he would not have told it. 
* Therefore no, God-a-mercy!” I told him that if he 
‘ would write to the King *, [I would ride and carry it, 
* and assured him upon my life that I would return him 
‘a gracious answer. Whereupon he made a pause, 
‘as if he were half persuaded to do it. ‘Then supper 
‘came up, and after he had supped, he got courage 
* again to say he knew nothing worth the revealing. 

“13th September.—This day, upon his complaint of 
‘his misery, I gave him counsel and comfort to bear 
* his affliction with patience, upon the assurance of God’s 
* mercy, and the example of such as God had suffered 
* to be as grievously afflicted as flesh and blood could 
‘ bear, and yet had restored them to as great felicity as 
‘ever. He took occasion thereupon to commend the 
‘ magnanimity of.the Romans, who would rather have 
‘ their deaths by their own hands than endure any that 
‘was base or reproachful. To which I answered, that 
‘ “they were such as knew not God, nor the danger of 
‘ their souls to be damned to perpetual torment of hell 
‘for destroying their bodies, which God had made a 


“ ® Raleigh afterwards wrote a letter to the King, which is published 
in Cayley’s Life, vol. ii, p..153; the date of this letter has hitherto 
been considered to be uncertain, but as it appears unquestionably 
from Sir Thomas Wilson’s papers that a letter was sent to the King 


from Raleigh on the 18th September, and as an ancient copy of the 

letter, preserved with Wilson’s papers, at the State-Paper Office, is 

indorsed with that date, we may probably conclude that this was the 

letter then sent, The letter is too long for insertion here; it merely 

consists of a vindication of his Guiana Voyage, and contains no dis- 

— whatever of facts which were not known and notorious 
re,” 
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‘ temple for the Holy Ghost to dwell in.” To which he 
‘said, “it was a disputable question; for divers did 
‘ hold opinion that a man may do it, and yet not despe- 
* rately despair of God’s mercy, but die in God’s favour.” 
‘ Whereto this discourse of his tended it is easily seen, 
‘but I think he hath no such Roman courage. Mr. 
‘ Lieutenant tells ne he hath had like discourse with 
‘him heretofore, who charged him with such intent 
‘ upon occasion of having so many apothecary’s drugs f, 
* and such like; ‘* which it were well,” saith he, “‘ were 
* not suffered to be here.” “Why,” saith Raleigh, “ if 
* you take away all these means from me, yet, if I had 
‘ such a mind, I could run my head against a post and 
* kill myself.” ” 

“** 21st September.—This day I was sitting by him 
‘ while the barber was trimming and keeming (combing) 
‘my head. He told me he was wont to keem his head 
* a whole hour every day before he came into the Tower. 
* Asking him why he did not so still, he said, ‘ he would 
* know first who should have it; he would not bestow 
* so much cost of it for the hangman,”’’ 

“ On Sir Thomas Wilson’s announcing to him that he 
was about to leave him, being recalled from his charge, 
Raleigh told him that he knew that ‘as soon as he was 
gone he should be delivered over to the secular arm, as 
they called it,’ and desired Wilson to tell the King that 
‘ he could do him better service here than in the grave ; 
and yet,’ said he, ‘what have I to do with life? My 
age is fit for the grave; my reputation is lost; my body 
weak and full of pain ;—nothing can be more welcome 
to me than death.” 


GALLERY OF PORTRAITS. 


Tue Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge 
have this month commenced a publication which will 
require several years for its completion: it is a ‘ Gallery 
of Portraits’ of those eminent men of modern times who 
have given the greatest impulses to their age, and whose 
likenesses are, of course, calculated to be universally inte- 
resting. The Society, while they thus hope to impart to 
many families the pleasure and instruction derived from 
contemplating the representations of the most dis- 
tinguished amongst mankind, expect, by the careful 
execution of those engravings, to diffuse a taste for art 
ata’ 'y cheap rate. Each number, containing three 
portr. . printed upon paper about the size of this 
Magazine, is sold for half-a-crown;—and it further 
contains a sketch of the life of each individual whose 
likeness is found in the collection. The first number 
comprises Dante, the great Italian poet—Sir Humphrey 
Davy, our own eminent chemist—and Kosciusko, the 
Polish general and patriot. We give an extract from 
the Life of Davy :— 

“The autumn of 1815 is rendered memorable by the 
discovery. of the safety-lamp, one of the most beneficial 
applications of science to economical purposes yet made, by 
which hundreds, perhaps thousands, of lives have been pre- 
served. Davy was led to the consideration of this subject 
by an application from Dr. Gray, now Bishop of Bristol, the 
Chairdian of a Society established in 1813, at Bishop- 
Wearmouth, to consider and promote the means of pre- 
venting accidents by fire in coal-pits. Being then in Scot- 
land, he visited the mines on his return southward, and was 
supplied with specimens of fire-damp, which, on. reaching 
London, he proceeded to examine and analyze. He soon 
discovered that the ¢arburetted hydrogen gas, called fire- 
sry At the miners, would not explode when mixed with 
less than six, or more than fourteen times its volume of air ; 
and further, that the explosive mixture could not be fired 
in tubes of. small diameters and rtionate lengths. 
Gradually diminishing these, he arrived at the conclusion 
that a tissue of wire, in which the meshes do not exceed a 


“ In one of his Reports, Wilson says, ‘ the things he seems to make 
most reckoning of are his chemical stuffs, amongst which there is s 
many spirits of things, that I think there is none wanting that ever I 








heard of, undess it be the Spirit of God,’ ” , 
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certain small diameter, which may be considered as the 
ultimate limit of a series of such tubes, is impervious to the 
inflamed air; and that a lamp, covered with such tissue, 
may be used with perfect safety even in an explosive mix- 
ture, which takes fire, and burns within the cage, securely 
cut off from the power of doing harm. Thus when the at- 
mosphere is so impure that the flame of the lamp itself 
cannot be maintained, the Davy still supplies light to the 
miner, and turns his worst enemy into an obedient servant. 
This invention, the certain source of large profit, he pre- 
sented with characteristic liberality to the public, The 
words are preserved, in which, when pressed to secure to 
himself the benefit of it by a patent, he declined to do so, 
in conformity with the high-minded resolution which he 
formed upon acquiring independent wealth, of never making 
his scientific eminence subservient to gain:—‘I have 
enough for all my views and purposes, more wealth might 
be troublesome, and distract my attention from those pur- 
suits in which I delight. More wealth could not increase 
my fame or happiness. It might undoubtedly enable me 
to put four horses to my carriage, but what would it avail 
me to have it said, that Sir Humphrey drives his carriage 
and four?” He who used wealth and distinction to such 
good purpose, may be forgiven the weakness if he estimated 
them at tvo high a value,’ 





PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 
Ir has long been a reproach to the British government 
that the people, without incurring a large expense which 
few individuals could bear, were unable to obtain an 
accurate knowledge of the new laws passed from time to 
time, while they were liable to punishment for their 


ignorance of those laws. The public acts of parliament 
passed in one session amount, upon an average, to 
1000 pages, or 250 sheets; and the price of these acts 
was three-pence for each sheet of four pages. The size 
of the sheet was exactly one-half of the size of the 
Penny Magazine. A page of such an act contained 
about 600 words, while a page of this Magazine con- 
tains 1,500 words. It must be evident that such a price 
amounted to a prohibition against the purchase of the 
statutes, except to lawyers, to whom they were indis- 
pensable; and that by this prohibition it became very 
possible that a man, with the best intentions, might 
violate some statute, particularly of those relating to 
customs and excise, and be thus subjected to undeserved 
punishment. We are glad to announce that inquiries 
into this matter, before a committee of the House of 
Commons, have led to the publication, by the King’s 
printer, of a cheap edition of the statutes passed in the 
current session. We have now before us ‘ A Collection 
of the Public General Statutes passed in the second 
year of the reign of King William IV., 1832,’ beauti- 
fully printed upon the paper called royal, and sold at 
the exceedingly small price of tev0-pence per sheet of six- 
teen pages. Each page contains about 600 words, so 
that we may now purchase for two-pence as much as 
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| came to a shilling at the old rate. This is a vast im 
provement. The speed, also, with which new laws are 
promulgated in this cheap form is deserving of all praise, 
for the sixth number, or sheet of the publication, which 
we purchased in the beginning of May, contains an act 
dated the 9th April, 1832. 

We hail this improvement as an important step in 
the art of governing a people in quiet by the operation 
of their knowledge, instead of their fears; and as one 
of the many proofs which we daily receive, that know- 
ledge of any kind has in great part ceased to be exclusive. 


MONTHLY NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Wes are entreated by several anonymous correspondents to 
notice their communications, if that notice were only ex- 
pressed in a single line. With every desire to oblige, it is 
impossible for us to insert any such notice, unless it 1s inter- 
esting and intelligible to our readers in general. For let us see 
the cost of a single line which would apply only to one indivi- 
dual. There are about twelve hundred lines in each of our 
numbers ; so that a single line occupies the twelve-hundredth 
part of whatever quantity we sell of the whole impression of 
that number. As our impression is now one hundred and 
twenty thousand, the single line for one individual would be 

ual to one hundred copies of the entire number ;—and our 
whole body of readers would be taxed eight shillings and 
rs for the gratification of one reader only. 

e shall be glad to receive the ‘ Authentic Anecdotes 
of Bloomfield,’ particularly if they relate to his endeavours 
to carry on his own mental cultivation. 

It is affirmed, by two correspondents, that the first stone 
of New London Bridge was laid on the 15th June, and not 
on the 27th April, 1825. 

The belief that if a funeral be carried along a path a right 
of way is established, is not less a popular error because 
the experiment was tried and yielded to at Woolwich. 

A writer suggests that the slow increase of population 
in some agricultural districts, mentioned in ‘ Statistical 
Notes,’ No. 1, may be thus accounted for :— 

“ The purely agricultural districts do not increase their population, 
because a certain quantity of land requires only a definite number of 
labourers, and this number, instead of increasing, has a tendency to 
diminish in proportion to improvements in agricultural machines, 
and other means of economising labour. All the children, therefore, 
which are born in these districts, above the number required to replace 
their parents, &c., move off to towns and other places where employ- 
ment can be obtained; and the slow increase, noticed in their popu- 
lation, depends on a corresponding increase in capital and income.” 








*,* The Penny Magazine will, in most cases, be delivered weekly 
in the Towns of the United Kingdom, by Booksellers and News- 
venders, to whom Subscribers should address their Orders, It cannot 
be sent by Post as a Newspaper is, being unstamped. For the 
convenience of those, who, residing in country places, cannot obtain 
the Publication at regular week/y intervals, the Numbers published 
during each Month will be stitched together to form a Monthly Part. 
That this Part may be sold at a convenient and uniform price, a 
Montuty SupptemeEnt, consisting chiefly of Notices of such New 
Books as we think right to give a place to in ‘the Library,’ will appear 
with the regular Number on the last Saturday in the Month, The price 
of the Part, whether consisting of five or of six Numbers, will be Six- 
pence; each Part will be neatly and strongly done up, in a wrapper. 
Thus, the annuad Expense of Twelve Parts will be Six Shillings, viz.: 
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Errata.—In page 68, line 47 of the second column, for Crompton, read 


‘om 
tsp 70, line 18, from the bottom of the first colamn, for 1774, read 1744. 
The first Supplement, for April, should have been numbered 6. We have 
found it necessary to number the Supplements, in future, in their order in the 
Series, to prevent mistakes. 
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